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10 November 2010

PRESS RELEASE
ANR Welcomes Local Authority Newspaper Restrictions
ANR has welcomed plans to curb local authority newspapers in its response to the Government’s consultation on the Code of Recommended Practice on Local Authority Publicity submitted today. 

ANR Managing Director John Lennon said: “We welcome Government action to curtail the growth of “free” Council Newspapers that have undermined the market for commercial local newspapers. 

“Many local shops rely on the sale of regional newspapers; in some areas their sales outstrip that of national titles. These restrictions will go a long way to ending unfair competition. 

“Ministers should act quickly to bring in these rules and establish a level playing field for newspaper sales.”

The proposed new code of practice would prohibit councils from publishing more than 4 ‘news sheets’ a year, limit the amount of permitted commercial advertising and provide strict rules on the permitted content of the papers. 
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Notes to Editors:

1. The Association of News Retailing (ANR) was set up in 2001 as the news and magazines arm of the Association of Convenience Stores (ACS). ACS is the convenience store champion, helping local shops thrive through lobbying, insight, information and commercial services.
2. The consultation can be found at http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/localgovernment/publicitycodeconsult2010 
