MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
Dear

Please Sign EDM 2246 – News and Magazine Wholesale Reform

I am the owner/manager of a local shop in your constituency and a member of ACS (the Association of Convenience Stores) which is the representative voice of over 33,500 local shop owners across the country. 

An essential category within my store is news and magazines but the supply chain for these products is like no other within my business.  I have limited control over the type, range and quantity of product I stock, and wholesalers are often unresponsive to my concerns.

These inefficient practices ultimately affect my customers who may not be able to get the product or promotional feature they would like to purchase.  The continual squeeze on my margin from wholesalers through carriage service charges and decreasing cover prices makes the future of this category unsustainable, unless there is change.
As a result of Absolute Territorial Protection, whereby publishers give one supplier sole rights to deliver a product in a particular region, I am unable to change to a supplier that offers better terms or services.

I urge you to sign EDM 2246 supporting ANR’s evidence to the OFT calling for a thorough review of the news and magazine supply chain.  It is clear that the parameters for change in the market, set out by the OFT review two years ago, have not been met and action must be taken.
I would be happy to facilitate for you to visit my store and see first hands the impact this has on my business and customers.  I hope you will consider supporting and promoting this important issue in Parliament.

Yours sincerely,

…………………
