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4 August 2010

PRESS RELEASE
Retailers “Demand Right to Manage their Own Business”
ANR (the Association of News Retailing) has condemned the pre-notification process operated by magazine publishers and news wholesalers as unjustifiable.  

The current system, described by ANR as “inertia selling at its worst” involves wholesalers sending retailers additional magazines unless the retailer contacts the wholesalers to stop them. As part of the new industry charter, ANR had insisted that retailers must have the right to manage their own range, both in breadth and depth.

ANR Managing Director John Lennon said: “Retailers need a pre-notification process that offers them addition titles giving them the ability to accept the allocation, if that’s what they want, and not have the allocation imposed on them – wholesalers and magazine publishers have flatly refused to give retailers this option.”  

“Wholesalers need to be made to stop this exploitative inertia selling now, not create meaningless charters that no retailer body can support.”

ANR recently dismissed statements made by the Press Distribution Forum about the Industry Charter and written to the Office of Fair Trading calling for further investigation into a Charter which Lennon believes is “failing” news retailers.  
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Notes to Editors:

1. The Association of News Retailing (ANR) was set up in 2001 as the news and magazines arm of the Association of Convenience Stores (ACS). ACS is the convenience store champion, helping local shops thrive through lobbying, insight, information and commercial services.
